The Living World: Eat or be Eaten

The Language of Scientific Description

How organisms get their food

Language focus: verb groups (in italics)

This text is a scientific description. All the verb groups in this text are in the present tense, because they are stating scientific facts which are always true. Most of them are the plural form of the verb "to be" - are; the verb to be links or relates a noun with something it has or is. One example of this is "Consumers are organisms."

The other types of verbs describe something that an organism does - they are action processes; eat, get, can't make. Some verb groups are one word and some are more than one word.

Verbs must agree in number with their subject. [e.g. Most plants (plural) are green. This plant (singular) is green.]

