Graph and Table Writing

How to write an answer about a graph

# Look at the question.

# Highlight or circle any key words in the question. (Write / discuss / tell/ draw / analyse / compare / contrast).

# Circle what the examiner wants you to do.

For example compare and contrast

Look at causes and effects

Write about similarities and differences

Summarise

# This is the key to answering the question correctly ? WHAT do they really want to know?

# What dates are used? Often it will say "from 1985 to 1995" or "between 1990 and 2000". This is important because the graph might be showing a wider chronological (yearly) spread.

# Most graph writing exercises are only about 250 words. That means you have to write only about four (4) paragraphs. Each paragraph will have about five (5) or six (6) sentences.

# Four (4) paragraphs. Five (5) sentences in each paragraph. 250 words total.

# Each of the FOUR paragraphs has a job or role.

# This is the JOB of each paragraph.

   1. Paragraph 1

          * Identify if the "picture" is a bar graph, line graph, pie chart, table or chart. (This is done in the opening sentence.)

          * Copy out the main part of the question.

          * "Tell" about the graphs. (What does it show?)

   2. Paragraph 2

          * What are the comparisons? (Things that are the same.)

            OR

          * What are the causes?

          * You can simply copy out percentages (%) if shown.

   3. Paragraph 3

          * What are the contrasts? (Things that are different.)

            OR

          * What are the effects?

          * You can simply copy out percentages if shown.

   4. Paragraph 4

          * What is your opinion about the causes/effects (comparisons/contrasts) after analysing (looking at and thinking about) the data (information)?

          * Write a conclusion.

