Effecting change for Pasifika students:  Aligning NZC with findings of the Effective Literacy Strategies: Pasifika Focus
	Effective teaching – New Zealand Curriculum 
	Stepping up Pasifika Education

	Overarching Vision:

Young people who will be confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong learners.
	Over arching focus:

· Presence – being in school in order to be able to learn;

· Engagement - being interested in learning & actively participating; 

· Achievement - Pasifika students achieving at the same rate as other students. 

	Key competencies:

· Using language, symbols &texts 

· Participating and contributing
	· Managing self 

· Relating to others

· Thinking
	

	Key principles
	Effective teaching pedagogy – ELS Pasifika Focus Project findings

	Evidence tells us that students learn best when teachers:

· Create a supportive learning environment
· Encourage reflective thought and action
· Enhance the relevance of new learning
· Facilitate shared learning
· Use a Teaching as inquiry approach 
· Provide sufficient opportunities to learn
· Make connections to prior learning and  experience
	The Pasifika Effective teacher identified pedagogical practices

· The use of ‘sophisticated skills’ in teacher dialogue with students that encouraged them to take responsibility for their learning and to think at a deeper level; 

· Making the learning process transparent and understandable for students -; scaffolding

· Spending time on vocabulary and language including language structure;

· Planning for differentiated activities which actively engage students in their learning; collaborative learning

· Undertaking direct instruction in small steps;

· Requiring students to construct their own meaning from new information and ideas.

· Are able to understand what it is like to be the “other” and to use that knowledge to reflect on and change their practice.  

· Are goal driven, plan comprehensively and can adapt when necessary;

· Focus on and learn about children as individuals, have high expectations and reinforce an internal locus of control;

· Are strong in teaching core basics and they bring an interactive dimension to their teaching;

· Extend their classrooms into and draw from local communities;

· Purposefully model successful learning and social interactions.

· It is essential that teachers focus on exploring with students the processes they must use to access new information or to use such information in novel ways. EG gathering, synthesising and analysing information from multiple sources, using literary devices such as metaphor in order to build meaning or to critique an author’s work.

Challenges for teachers

Pasifika – distinct differences between language, cultural traditions and histories. Curriculum/teaching and learning mirrored dominant Palagi culture.

Expectation to achieve vs student mentality of underachievement

Students - Able to express literacy needs vs reality of  learner experience (p22)

Need for learning to be relevant, located in context of their lives/experience, need for multiple opportunities for clarification and discussion – then feel safe and take risks.

Cultural capital – recognition and bring into school Pasifika learner experiences and beliefs, increased interface between home and school.

Increased bi-lingual resources, celebration of achievement, centrality of Pasifika in school PLUS knowledge of linguistic diversity to reduce disparity in achievement. (P 25)

Significant out-of-school commitments – sport, siblings, household tasks, church, language/culture classes




