Dictogloss: (B)

The Kiwi (ELIP 5c)

Kiwi are small New Zealand native birds. They belong to the bird family.

Kiwi are usually grayish-brown in colour, but some kiwi are spotted. They grow to about the size of a chicken and. have very long beaks for digging in the forest ﬂoor.

They are ﬂightless birds, which means that they cannot use their wings.

Kiwi live in the forest areas of New Zealand. They are nocturnal birds which sleep during the day and come out to feed at night.

They eat worms, insects and berries.

The female kiwi lays its large white eggs in a burrow and the male looks after the eggs and keeps them warm for about 80 days until they hatch.

The Maori people valued the feathers of the kiwi and used these for making cloaks. Kiwi are now in danger from dogs, stoats, possums and other harmful pests.

