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The Wave by Morton Rhue
Pre-reading: tapping into your own knowledge and experience
What is your understanding of the word ‘fascism’?

Fascism means…
What do you know about the rise of the Nazi party in Germany prior to and during WWII? Think about the social and economic circumstances that lead up to the election of the Nazi party, the reasons why the Nazis were able to do what they did and anything else you may know:

reading: understanding ideas and building on close reading skills

Chapters 1 & 2
1. Who are the characters that you have met so far? Describe them.
	Character: Laurie Saunders
	Character: Ben Ross

	Details from the text that are linked to this character:


	Details from the text that are linked to this character:



	What this suggests about them…


	What this suggests about them…




2. What is suggested about the community in which most of the students had grown up? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What was the film that Mr. Ross showed the class? How did the students react to the film? Write down some important quotes that show this reaction:
	Film:



	Students’ reactions:



	Quotes that show this reaction:




4.   Close reading practice:

‘The film was over. A student near the door flicked the classroom lights on.’ [Page 11]

a)
Identify the type of sentence: simple  / minor  / complex
b)
What is the effect of using this type of sentence?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Reading between the lines:
a)
What is suggested about the character of Robert?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
Find some evidence from the chapter to support your opinion:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c)
How does this evidence support your opinion?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Chapter 3 
6.  Close reading practice:

‘Gordon High’s very own Untouchable.’ [Page 17]

a)
Identify the type of language technique used:

metaphor
/
simile

/
personification
b)
What is the effect of using this type of language technique?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Reading between the lines:
a)
What is suggested about the relationship between Laurie and her boyfriend David?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
Find some evidence from the chapter to support your opinion:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c)
How does this evidence support your opinion?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4

8.
a)
What is suggested about the character of Ben Ross in this chapter?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
Find some evidence from the chapter to support your opinion:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c)
How does this evidence support your opinion?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 5

9.
a)
What did Mr. Ross write on the board?


Strength through…


b)
When he explains this, what other key words does he use? Write them below:

10.  Close reading practice:

‘Ben shouted orders more like a drill sergeant than teacher.’ [Page 34]

a)
Identify the type of language technique used:

metaphor
/
simile

/
personification
b)
What is the effect of using this type of language technique?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
Name one character whose personality was especially changed and describe the change.
	One character who has changed
	How he has changed

	
	


Chapter 6

12.
‘Strength through Community’


Explain what this means:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13.
On page 45, Mr Ross draws the symbol of the new classroom community on the board.


a)
What is this symbol? [draw it below]:


b)
What does this image symbolise? Explain the symbolism.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Making connections…
What historical political movement does the class community appear to parallel? List some of the similarities and/or differences using the table below:

	
	Ben Ross’ class
	

	similarities
	
	

	differences
	
	


Chapter 7 
14.
Explain how Laurie’s parents each demonstrate a different understanding of ‘community’ and ‘co-
operation’ [pages 52 – 54]
	
	Laurie’s mother
	Laurie’s father

	community
	
	

	Co-operation
	
	


15.
Close reading practice:
 ‘So how is your experiment going, Dr Frankenstein? Have your monsters turned on you yet?’ [Page 56]

a)
Identify the type of language technique used:

metaphor
/
simile

/
personification
b)
What is the effect of using this type of language technique?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16.
a)
What is Christy Ross’ attitude towards her husband’s experiment?

accepting
/
resigned
/
understanding
/
critical

/
skeptical

b)
Find a quote from the end of chapter 7 that supports this attitude

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c)
How does this quote support or reveal this attitude?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 8 
17.
a)
What is your reaction to Ben Ross giving the students the cards and different 



responsibilities? 


My reaction to Ben Ross giving out the membership cards and special powers 

to students is…

b)
What do you predict will happen?

I predict these actions will result in…

18.
‘Strength through ____________________________’


Explain what this means:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
19.
Close reading practice:
 
‘As The Wave, you must act together like a well-oiled machine ’ [Page 63]

a)
Identify the type of language technique used:

metaphor
/
simile

/
personification
b)
What is the effect of using this type of language technique?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
20.
a)
What action transformed the Wave from an experiment to a ‘living movement’ for the 


students? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
What was Ben Ross’ reaction to this?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
21.
a)
Who is less enthusiastic about what is going on in the classroom?  ______________________

b)
Why does that character choose to keep quiet about their reservations?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 9 
22.
What were some changes – positive and negative - Ben Ross noticed about the class?

	Positive changes to the class
	Negative changes to the class

	
	


23.
a)
What does Mrs. Sanders compare “the Wave” to? [page 76]



____________________________________________________________________________

b)
What language technique is this an example of? ____________________________________

c)
Why does she think that way?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 10
23.
On page 84, Ben Ross reassures the principal by telling him something. What does he say is the basis 
of The Wave?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 11 

24.
a)
What happens at the beginning of this chapter that becomes a turning point for Laurie?
________________________________________________________________________________________

b)
Why is it a turning point for her?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
25.
a)
What happens at the end of this chapter that becomes a turning point for Ben Ross?

________________________________________________________________________________________

b)
Why is it a turning point for him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 12
26.
a)
What important decision does Laurie make in this chapter?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b)
Why is this decision so important?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c)
How does she explain her decision to David?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d)
In your own words, summarise David’s reaction to her decision. Find a quote which supports 

this reaction.

	David’s reaction:
	Evidence to support this reaction:

	
	


27.
a)
What important piece of advice does Alex offer Laurie on page 95?

________________________________________________________________________________________

b)
What does he mean by this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
28.
Close reading practice:
 
‘Looks like I’ve stumbled into Anne Frank’s attic’ [Page 96]

a)
Identify the type of language technique used:

metaphor
/
simile

/
personification
b)
What is the effect of using this type of language technique?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________29.
Thinking about structure:

What is the purpose of the star at the bottom of page 96?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
30.
What happens that concerns Laurie’s father?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 13 
31.
What happens to suggest that Laurie is not alone in having reservations about The Wave?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

32.
a)
At this point in time, how does The Wave seem to be controlling people?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b)
How does this method parallel events in Nazi Germany?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 14 

33.
Close reading practice:
 
‘It’s like The Night of the Living Dead or something’ [Page 106]

a)
Identify the type of language technique used:

metaphor
/
simile

/
personification
b)
What is the effect of using this type of language technique?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
34.
a)
What is Amy’s explanation for being a part of The Wave?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
What does this suggest about school in America in the 1970’s?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c)
How similar or different is this to your own experience of school in New Zealand in the year 

2009?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
35.
a)
What is Coach Schiller’s attitude towards the wave?

positive
/
neutral
/
negative

b)
Find a quote from the chapter that supports this attitude

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c)
How does this quote support or reveal this attitude?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 15

36.
Briefly describe three events that show the building of tension in the plot.
	Event One

	

	Event Two

	

	Event Three

	


37.
In what ways could this chapter be seen as a turning point?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 16
38.
How do the events of this chapter parallel Nazi Germany?
	Parallels with Nazi Germany:

	


39.
What do you predict is Ben Ross’ plan for the rally?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
40.
What is the key message or theme in this chapter? Provide a quote to prove your point of view.

	Key message or theme:



	Evidence from the chapter to support this:




Chapter 17
41.
Thinking about structure:
‘Throughout the auditorium, hundreds of eager Wave members hunched forward in their seats, 
staring at the blank blue tubes and waiting.


Outside, David and Laurie tried a set of auditorium doors, but found them locked.’ [page 140]


a)
Comment on how this
 page is structured:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b)
Analyse why the writer has chosen to structure this page like this:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
42.
a)
Who was on the screen ?
________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
How did the students react?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
43.
What key lessons or themes have the students demonstrated that we could learn from? Write them, 
along with supporting evidence, around the starburst below:

What I know about the Nazi party





Words Ben Ross associates with discipline





Key lessons or themes learned from the experiment and quotes to support








