Model text

When I was doing research on glaciers I started to wonder if any plants or animals live on them. This is what I found out.

There are lots of rocks and dirty snow on a glacier. If you look at it close up it looks a mess.  But things do live there.  

  The wind brings plants and animals to the glacier.  The wind drops tiny insects like spiders, beetles, and flies, and pollen from flowers on the glacier. These become food for insects such as snow fleas.  The snow flea is a tiny insect that crawls around on the glacier in search of pollen.

  Another creature which lives on a glacier is the ice worm. It lives hidden in the cold ice.  The ice worm burrows into the glacier's ice when it’s hot and comes to the top to feed when it gets cooler.  It eats pollen that falls on the glacier. 

   There are other animals on the glacier. Birds fly over and feed on ice worms and insects, picking them from the ice.  Other animals use glaciers to rest for a short time.

