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US12431 - Analysis of ‘The Deer Hunter’

After watching the film ‘The Deer Hunter, use what you learned from the film to answer the questions below. This is the second of two assessments required to complete US 12431.

Task 1.1: Ideas or meanings in the text are analysed with reference to relevant sections of the text.

1a.
Explain one key message that you learned from this film.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1b.
Give two examples from the film which show this and clearly explain how they support this message.

Example 1: __________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 2: _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1c.
Explain one other important idea that is shown in this film.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1d.
Give one example from the film that shows this and clearly explain how it supports the idea.

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Element 1.2: The significance of the main idea is critically evaluated with reference to relevant sections of the text.

2a.
Explore the effect of experiencing the war on the men. Choose one character from the film (eg. Michael, Steven or Nick) and explain how the war changes him. To do this, (1) describe a scene from the start of the film and explain how this shows his character; (2) describe a scene later in the film that shows another side of his character; (3) explain why you think the war has changed that character.

(1) Opening scene: ____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

(2) Comparative scene: ________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________3) Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2b.
What do you think the Cimino (the Director) is saying about war in the film? Explain what you think his point of view is and why. Do you agree? Why / why not? Do you think this text would persuade people in the audience to agree with this point of view? Why / why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 1.3: Three examples of language features are identified using appropriate terminology and each example is critically evaluated in terms of its effect.                                          

3a. __________________________ is a visual / verbal feature. An example in the film is 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

The Director uses it to _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

3b.____________________________ is a visual / verbal feature. An example in the film is 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________. 

The Director uses it to _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3c. ___________________________ is a visual / verbal feature. An example in the film is 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Director uses it to _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Task 1.4: The relationship between verbal features and visual features in the text is critically evaluated in terms of their effect.

Scene: _____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4a.   Describe and identify a visual feature: _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Explain why it is used at this point in the film: _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4b.   Quote and identify a verbal feature: ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Explain why it is used at this point in the film: _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4c.   Explain how these 2 techniques work together to create a powerful effect / message.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Element 1.5: Techniques used to shape the text are identified and critically evaluate with reference to different sections of the text.

5a.
At the start of the film, Mike says: "One bullet. The deer has to be taken with one shot. I try to tell people that, they don't listen." 

(i)  Is this a verbal or a visual feature? ________________________________________________

(ii)  Explain how this is used to shape the whole text; evaluate why this is significant in the whole film.

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

5b.
Throughout the film, the main characters ‘play’ Russian Roulette.  

(i)  Is this a verbal or a visual feature? _______________________________________________

(ii)  Explain how this is used to shape the whole text; evaluate why this is significant in the whole film.

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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	At least one main idea in the text is explained with reference to at least one relevant section of the text.
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	The significance of a main idea in the text is analysed with reference to at least one relevant section of the text.
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	1.3
	
	

	The relationship between one verbal feature and one visual feature in the text is analysed in terms of the effect. 
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