Step 1 - Identifying a theme

The text creator chose a themes focus: pressure and the individual.
Step 2 - Focusing the theme

They then worked on a phrase that described the assertions “Romeo and Juliet” makes about this theme. This was what they came up with:

“Fate, societal pressures (masculine honour and expectations of women), how people resist them and the consequences this has for them and others.

Step 3 - Including all the meaning

They then decided on which 3 level meanings they wanted to include.

Level 1 

· There are two warring families, the Montagues and Capulets and their conflict is ongoing in the play

· The two main characters are Romeo and Juliet

· Romeo and Juliet get married

· Romeo kills Tybalt

· Romeo and Juliet both die

· Both families feel regret over what has happened

Level 2

· Romeo and Juliet’s relationship grows closer in the course of the play

· Romeo is a bit of a dreamer, a romantic and his strong emotions drive him to do impulsive things. 

· Juliet has a strong will and is level-headed and matures in the course of the play.

· The culture around them places pressure on them to comply.

· Fate also directly effects what happens to them.

· They resist these pressures but it ultimately leads to their deaths.

· The mood should get progressively more troubled and violent

Level 3

Thematic focus stated in step 2

Which visual techniques did they use and why?

The text creator chose a number of techniques to use and planned the effects and meanings they wanted to communicate to the viewers. 

Note: Task 4 provides a further resource on the progression of ideas between panels.

Layout

· Romeo and Juliet’s position on the page and their posture in each panel changes as the text progresses. This communicates their developing relationship.

· They also have a rapier and ring above them that communicates the pressure society places on them. 

· As Romeo and Juliet get closer, the increasing love in their relationship is paralleled by the rapier and ring also drawing closer, which shows the increasing conflict at the same time. See task 4 for more information on this progression.

Colour

Different colours represent different ideas:

· Societal pressures are in red, fate is in grey and Romeo and Juliet’s resistance to these pressures is in blue.

· The quotes in the text are coloured to indicate their relationship with each part of the theme.

· Tints are used to indicate the importance of particular elements - backgrounds are often tinted out to place emphasis on characters and their actions.

Composition

There are four main parts to each panel:

1. Titles and text - These identify the most important aspects of the images in each panel and guide the viewers as the text progresses with continued use of colour to link them with the three parts of the thematic focus.

2. Foreground - This is where the important characters are in each panel. There are also quotes above the important characters (layout) selected to link with the themes and communicate the important ideas at each moment in the play.

3. Background - This is often the setting for a particular scene or is an image which relates to the thematic ideas in each panel. This also contributes to the mood of each panel.

4. Sky - The sky changes in the course of the text to illustrate the increasing importance of the conflict between the Montagues and Capulets and the effect it has on Romeo and Juliet.

Transparency / opacity

The visual text takes advantage of the capabilities of electronic media here and uses images that are partially transparent to communicate meaning.

· The head of the Mona Lisa suggests the kind of love Romeo is thinking about at this stage is unreal and unrealistic.

· The transparent rapier and signet ring that become progressively more visible suggest the increasing power that societal traditions and expectations have over the lives of Romeo and Juliet

· The transparency of the stars at the beginning and their appearance in the course of the text also suggests the increasing power fate has over them. 

