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Kuo mamalu hifo eni e poʻulí.
Pea kuo ʻosi fai ʻeku homueká.
Naʻe ui mai leva ʻeku fineʻeikí,
“Lose, haʻu ke ta pelu e konga ngatú.”
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Ko ia, naʻá ma pelu leva e konga ngatú.
“Ko e meʻaʻofa eni kia Vika mo ‘ene pēpē foʻoú,”
ko e pehē ange ia ‘ene fineʻeikí.
“Te tau lava ke ō ‘o ʻaʻahi kia kinaua he taimí ni.”
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Naʻe ofi mai pē – he hala tatau
‘o kauhala ‘e tahá mei he fale lotú.
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Naʻe talitali mautolu he matapaá
‘e he faʻē ʻa Viká ʻo pehē mai,
“Hū mai. Hū mai.
Mou ō mai ai leva 
ʻo feʻiloaki mo Vika mo e pēpeé!”

Naʻe ʻikai ke u faʻa tatali!
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Ma ‘eteʻete atu mo ‘eku fineʻeikí
ki he loki mohe ‘o Viká,
‘o tuku hifo e konga ngatú he longá.

Pehē mai ‘a Vika, “Mālō ‘aupito.”
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Naʻe tohoʻi fakaoloolo mai ‘e Vika
‘a e sipí peá ne pehē mai,
“Haʻu ‘o feʻiloaki mo ho tokoua foʻoú.”
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Na‘á ku fafana atu,
“ʻOiauē! Ko e pēpē fakaʻofoʻofa!”
Peá u ala atu ki hono kiʻi nimá.
“Ko hai hono hingoá?”
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Tali mai leva ʻe Vika,
“ʻOku teʻeki ai ke fakahingoa.”

Naʻe lea mai leva e faʻē ʻa Viká,
“ʻAi ʻe koe Lose hano hingoa.”

Naʻe hila atu leva ʻa Vika ki heʻene faʻeé
pea toki malimali mai kiate au.

Peá u pehē atu,
“ʻE au? Ko hoʻo moʻoni?
Ko e meʻa fakaofo ia!”
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Naʻá ku fua fakaalaala mai leva ʻa e pēpeé
ʻo taʻutu hifo mo ia he tafaʻaki
ʻo ʻeku faʻeé.
“Ko e hā haʻo lau?
Ko e hā e hingoá?”

“Fēfē ke ui ko Lose Kakala?”
ko e pehē mai ia ‘eku fa‘eé.

Peá u pehē atu, “Ko e hā?
Ke fakahingoa kia au?”
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Naʻe ala mai leva ‘eku faʻeé 
ʻo fāʻofua ʻia maua.
Peá ne pehē mai, “Sio, Lose.
‘Oku malimali mai e pēpē kia koe.
‘Oku ou tui pē ‘oku saiʻia hono hingoa foʻoú.”

Naʻá ku fuʻu fiefia lahi ‘aupito.
Peá u sio hifo kia kiʻi Lose Kakala,
pea talu ai pē ʻeku pehē atu,
“ʻOiauē …!”
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One afternoon, just after I’d finished my homework,
Mum called to me from the living room,
“Lose, come and help me fold
this piece of ngatu.”
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Together, we folded the ngatu.
“This is for Vika and her new baby,” Mum said.
“We can go and visit them now.”
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It wasn’t far – just down the street
and across from the church.
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Vika’s mother met us at the door and said,
“Come in.  Come in.
Come and see Vika and the new baby!”

I could hardly wait!
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Mum and I tip-toed into Vika’s bedroom,
and put the ngatu on the longa.

“Thank you!” said Vika.

6

Vika carefully pulled back the blanket and said, 
“Come and meet your new cousin.”
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“What a beautiful baby!” I whispered.
I reached out
and touched her little hand.
“What’s her name?” I asked.
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“She doesn’t have a name yet,” said Vika.

Vika’s mother said,
“But you can give her a name, Lose.”

Vika looked over at her mother
and then smiled at me.

“Me? Really?” I said.
“What a surprise!”
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Carefully, I picked up the baby
and sat down next to Mum.
“What do you think, Mum?
What should I call her?”

“What about calling her Lose Kakala?”said Mum.

“What? You mean I can name her
after myself?” I said.

11



Mum put her arms around the baby and me.
She said, “Look, Lose.
The baby is smiling at you.
I think she likes her new name.”

I was so happy.
I looked at little Lose Kakala,
and all I could say was,
“Oh, wow …!”
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