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Module 10   

supporting learning in the curriculum areas 

(including in-class support, withdrawal groups and in homework  
or study support centres)

Introduction

It’s important to ensure that all English language learners, and especially older learners who arrive 
with little or no previous education, have school-wide support to gradually acquire the foundation 
knowledge and skills for learning in each of the curriculum areas – English, maths and statistics, 
science, social sciences, languages, the arts and technology. This is the responsibility of every 
teacher in the school, so teacher aides/bilingual tutors need to make sure that the work they are 
doing with students is linked as closely as possible to what students are doing in mainstream 
classes. 

Students in both primary and secondary school often ask for support in specific subjects or 
curriculum areas. Many bilingual teacher aides have previous experience as subject teachers 
in other countries and can use their first language to help learners with learning in science, 
mathematics or other subjects. Teacher aides who do not speak the language of the students they 
are working with can also work with teachers to help students with learning in subject areas.  

There are many different materials, both on the web and in print, which teacher aides/bilingual 
tutors can use when giving students subject-specific support.

using the internet (the world wide web) 

There are educational websites for a large range of curriculum areas. If you use the topic (e.g. 
solar system) as the search term and add “educational resources” to it – e.g. “solar system 
educational resources”, you are more likely to get materials at student level, rather than general 
information. Some examples are: 

•		 the	NASA	space	exploration	 
centre website    education.gsfc.nasa.gov/

•		 coral	reefs		 		 http://www.coralfilm.com/edu.html

•		 earthquakes		 		 http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learning/kids//

•		 dogs	 		 http://doglinks.co.nz/educatn/education.htm

examples of general websites with links to many curriculum areas

enchantedlearning.com 

This is a useful site with many downloadable materials relevant to different curriculum areas, 
including reading books. Schools need to pay a small subscription fee for this site. 

http://www.tki.org.nz/

The Ministry of Education website is called Te Kete Ipurangi. It has many different sorts of 
educational materials for subject area learning. Teacher aides need to work with teachers to 
choose practice materials for students from these sites. 
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Module 10 Task  Using Selected Websites

Choose three websites relevant to the learners you work with, including one from TKI, and check 
what materials they have which you could use with one learner or group you are working with. 

Check the sites with a teacher first, to make sure they fit with the new Zealand curriculum, 
and with the school programme.

Good practice 

You should:

•		 create	self-access	materials	relevant	to	different	subject	areas	so	early	stage	
learners in mainstream classes are learning about the topics, using resources they 
can understand

•		 make	sure	the	topics	covered	in	the	ESOL	programme	are	linked	to	classroom	
topics so ESOL class or group learning transfers directly to curriculum learning

•		 provide	links	to	websites	and	list	of	resources	that	students	can	read	ahead	of	
starting a topic, to familiarise them with main ideas and vocabulary (frontloading). 

Next steps

1. Choose one or two curriculum areas that the students you work with find difficult. 
Arrange for the teachers of this area to meet with you and the coordinating 
teacher. Explain your role as a teacher aide/bilingual tutor and get a list of the next 
term’s topics, so that you can prepare some support materials, using what you 
have learned from using this handbook. You could take along one of the tasks you 
have done for the teacher to try, or show them a resource you have prepared for 
some learners. 

2. Update your Action Plan and update your responses to the charts.

3. Read through the Review Charts which follow the last module, and read back over 
anything you have found difficult to remember. 

Resources 

ESOL online, see Module and Resource list.

Conclusion 

This handbook has provided an introduction to working in a language support role 
with English language learners. The approaches and strategies in each module are 
only a few examples of ways to support English language learners. There are many 
other possibilities to explore further. However if you and the coordinating teacher have 
completed all the modules successfully, then there will be increased good practice in the 
school. 

You will have ensured that there is now:

•		 a	clear	shared	understanding	of	your	role,	which	will	meet	the	needs	of	your	
learners 

•		 support	from	teaching	colleagues	and	management

•		 ongoing	professional	development	as	part	of	the	school’s	professional	learning	
community

•		 a		toolkit	of	approaches	and	strategies	that	help	English	language	learners	to	
make progress and achieve. 

s giáo d c
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