Glossary of Moriori Words,

hokoairo carvings

hokopapa ~ whakapapa/family history
ieriki-ieriki chiefs

karapuna ~ ancestors

ko re kau o paorangi

foreigners, visitors or guests

matahore =~ strangers
me rongo In peace
tangatahourongo ~ peacemaker

tchakat henu

tchap

toho

tangata whenua/people of the land
tapu/sacred

custom

Moriori is a Polynesian language. It’s closely
related to te reo Maori, especially to the early
dialects spoken in the South Island. Both
languages share many features that aren’t found
in other Polynesian languages.

Although the Moriori language was almost
lost by the end of the 1800s, some records
survived. The work done by Hirawanu Tapu and
the ethnographer Alexander Shand in the late
1800s has been especially important in helping
to revive the language. In 2001, work began
on a database of ancient Moriori words. It’s
hoped that one day, Moriori will be an everyday
language spoken by many.
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