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Whdnau Notes

Your child can read the story to you.
Help them with any words they don’t know.
After reading, talk about the story, characters, and pictures.
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“We all belong to our school.
We show each other we
belong by caring and being
helpful. What have you done
to show your friends that they

belong?” asks Miss Lee.



“When Tom was alone
on his first day at school,
I invited him to eat lunch
with me,” says Latif.

“Ka pai. Yes, that showed
Tom that he belongs,”

says Miss Lee.



- “When Lani fell over, I took
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her to the sick bay to get
a bandage,” says Nat.
“Ae, tino pai. Yes, well done.
Caring for Lani showed her
that she belongs,” says

Miss Lee.



“When we play together,

it is much more fun than
playing alone,” says Jack.
“Ae, Jack. Playing together
helps everyone feel like they

belong,” says Miss Lee.



“When Sam forgot how to
spell a word, we helped him
sound it out,” says Lani.
“That was so helpful,”

says Miss Lee. “Helping
friends makes them feel

like they belong.”
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“When Nat was feeling sad,
I let Miss Lee know,”

says Tane.

“Yes, caring for Nat showed
her that she belongs,”

says Miss Lee.
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“I like working together in
our group. When we work
well together, we show each
other we belong,” says Sam.
“We all belong at our school,”

says Miss Lee.
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Teaching Notes

Focus point

+ This book focuses on the -ing suffix. Show children what happens when -ing is
added to a base word that ends in a vowel sound.

Before reading

This book provides children with the opportunity fo practise reading the letters and
sounds they are learning in meaningful connected text.

Read these words

( working || feeling |( caring ][ playing | [ helping | showed |

Spelling

Read the base words and words with the -ing suffix. Look at their base and
derived forms.

+ help - helping; care - caring; feel - feeling; work - working; play - playing
Encourage children to talk about what happens when the -ing suffix is added
to a base word that ends in a vowel sound.

Morphology

Write down the word helping and talk about the morphemes help and -ing. We use this
when we are talking about the present or something that is happening now. Come up
with some other words that end with this suffix.

Vocabulary
Tell the children the meaning of any new vocabulary, for example:
o Latif: (La-tif) a boy’s name of Arabic origin that means “kind”

» pai: good (discuss with children the different ways Miss Lee uses pai -
she uses ka pai, which means good, and tino pai, which means excellent)

o Ae:yes

During reading
« The children read the title together. Make a connection between the title and
the picture.

+ Thechildren read each page together using their decoding strategies. Once the
page is read, guide them to connect the meaning of the text with the illustration.

+ If achild gets stuck while reading, help them find the meaningful units to
decode the word (for example, suffixes and base words).

Kupu Maori | Maori words

[Ae J[’rino pqi]

For pronunciation, see: https://maoridictionary.co.nz

Here, you could include children who speak te reo Mdori as the language experts.

After reading

Discussion questions
+ How does Latif show Tom that he belongs?
+ How does playing fogether make everyone feel?

+ How could you show someone they belong?

Story discussion

Talk about the importance for everyone of feeling a sense of belonging. We all want
to feel that we belong - whether that’s at home, at school, or within other groups
(for example, sports teams, clubs, friendship groups). Encourage the children

to discuss ways that they help others to feel a sense of belonging in different
situations, or ways they have been made to feel that they belong.

Fluency and story retell

Reread the story to build accuracy and fluency; share the story with a buddy.
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