Newspapers: A Supported Learning Unit

Language Features

Verb groups.

Verb groups name different sorts of processes

Action processes - which name actions ( kill, return, hold, )

Mental processes - what we feel or think or say (love, worry, shout, cry)

Linking processes - (being or having) which relate or link one thing to another

                              (She is the Prime Minister. She has a house in Wellington)

Adverbs

Adverbs are used in verb groups to tell us more about when or where or how a process happened. Adverbs are also often used in verb groups to add interest or make the reader think of something in a particular way: e.g. The girl was brutally stabbed. The adverb brutally makes us think of the stabbing as very violent, by telling us more about how.

A news report will often contain eye witness statements. These are comments from people who were at the scene of the event. The verb processes and adverbs used will let us know what these people saw, heard, did or felt or said.

Tenses of verb groups.

The verb groups in the past tense tell us something that has happened.

The soldiers have killed three terrorists.

Present tense verb groups tell us that something is still happening.

The soldiers are holding three people that they think are terrorists.

Future tense verbs are used to tell us that something will or might happen, but has not yet happened.

The Prime Minister will return to New Zealand tomorrow.

Noun and noun groups.

The names of people and places in the event are proper nouns. Proper nouns have capital letters - e.g. Mr Brown. The nouns used for other people, places or things in the article are common nouns and will not use capital letters - e.g. the police car, the gunman, the gun, the garden.

In newspaper reports, a noun group is often complex (long). This is because the writer wants to pack a lot of information into the noun group by putting modifiers (words which modify or change) in front of the head noun, so we know a lot about the important things. For example, in the noun group

the exhausted world champion New Zealand women's basketball team

the head noun is team, but there is a lot more information in the noun group in front of team, so the reader knows

    - the team is from New Zealand,

    - it is tired,

    - it won the world championship,

    - it is the women's team.

