Magnetism

How to teach scientific writing: modelling, deconstruction, collaborative construction, independent work

1. Modelling. Write a simple explanation of how a magnet works.

· A magnet works by attracting other objects that are magnetic such as iron and steel.

2. Deconstruction. Draw the learner's attention to the relationship between grammatical form and function in the explanation.

· Explanation: The sentence begins with the key word 'magnet' and then answers the question 'how' it works. Make the key grammatical elements explicit. For example, when talking about classes of things we can use one ('a magnet') or many ('magnets'). Then in scientific writing when describing 'how' we use the timeless present verb ('works'/'work') together with 'by' and the 'ing' form 'attracting'

3. Collaborative reconstruction. The students guided by the teacher create on the whiteboard an explanation of how a magnet works.

4. Independent work. The teacher provides writing frames for students if necessary.. For example: A magnet works by ... or Magnets work by...

