The Big "C"

Analysing a Report

This relates to the text "Getting your fill of fibre cuts cancer risk, say scientists."

   1.

      Finding the main idea

      Read the headline and make a prediction about the main idea that will be discussed in the text. Share your ideas with another student.

   2.

      Vocabulary

      Match the words in this article with their meanings.

      Words 
Meanings

      1. contradict 
a. a small harmless growth.

      2. consuming 
b. reduced a lot.

      3. surveyed 
c. having a lot of trade and manufacture.

      4. slashed 
d. state the opposite of

      5. non-malignant 
e. not cancerous

      6. polyps 
f. asked about their eating habits.

      7. industrialised 
g. eating.

   3.

      Reading

      Read these sentences and then read the text to see if they are true or false.

         1. Italian people reduce bowel cancer risk by eating fruit.

         2. This study involved 20 different countries.

         3. It is suggested that it is a good idea to eat at least five servings of fruit and vegetables each day to reduce the risk of getting bowel cancer.

         4. You are more likely to get bowel cancer if you eat less fat and meat.

         5. Grains and cereals are good sources of dietary fibre.

         6. Some sources of fibre are better than others at preventing bowel cancer.

   4.

      Scanning

      Read these questions and quickly find the answers in the text.

         1. How many people are affected by bowel cancer in the world each year?

         2. What was the name of the Professor who carried out the European study?

         3. Which foods do Dutch and German people get their fibre from?

   5.

      Looking back at the main idea

      Now that you have read the article several times, fill in the missing words to give a summary of the main idea of the article.

      It doesn't matter ________ it comes from, but eating a lot of __________ helps to ________ the risk of bowel ___________.

   6.

      The significance of the main idea

      What is the significance of the main idea? You need to think about the meanings of the contexts you have already studied - social, historical, physical, personal, political, cultural.

   7.

      Language Features

      Look back at the list of Language Features you have studied and their effects. Find examples in this article of the following features and in each case say why the writer used them.

         1. direct speech.

         2. scientific terms

         3. noun phrases

         4. factual descriptive language

   8.

      Structure of the text

      This is a newspaper report. What features of its structure are typical of a report? eg.

          * Does it have an opening statement?

          * Does it have a series of facts?

          * Have paragraphs been used to organise information?

          * Is there any personal involvement from the writer?

