The Big "C"

Answers to Analysing a Report

   1.

      Finding the main idea

      Answers may vary but should revolve around the idea that fibre reduces bowel cancer risk.

   2.

      Vocabulary

         1. d

         2. g

         3. f

         4. b

         5. e

         6. a

         7. c 

   3.

      Reading

         1. True ("fruit provides it for Italians")

         2. False ("10 European countries")

         3. True ("recommended five portions of fruit and vegetables a day")

         4. False ("You want... less fats and less meat." - you are less likely to get bowel cancer if you have less fat and meat.)

         5. True ("high intakes of dietary fibre, especially from grains, cereals and fruits, were associated with lower risk...")

         6. False ("researchers said it did not seem to matter where it came from.") 

   4.

      Scanning

         1. 940,000

         2. Professor Sheila Bingham

         3. cereals. 

   5.

      Looking back at the main idea

      It doesn't matter where it comes from, but eating a lot of fibre helps to lower the risk of bowel cancer.

   6.

      The significance of the main idea

      The significance could be

         1. social - if lots of people are getting bowel cancer this is going to impact on health costs so maybe more education is needed to help people to understand why diet is important.

         2. personal - people need to think about their own lifestyle and the risks involved. It could be useful to talk to immigrant students about their own changes in dietary habits since they have come to NZ - do they eat lots of takeaways. How might that affect the risk for them (or their children) of getting bowel cancer.

         3. physical - getting bowel cancer involves physical changes in the body which will be painful and unpleasant.

         4. cultural - maybe an argument could also be made for cultural relating to some of the ideas in b. - that some cultures may not traditionally be prone to bowel cancer but with changes to lifestyle in a new country that could change.

   7.

      Language features

      There are many other possibilities for each of these.

         1. direct speech

            Example: "People in the top 20% who had the biggest reduction were eating far more fibre than in other studies which have not shown a relationship"

            Why used: It shows the authenticity of the information and lends weight to the argument.

         2. scientific terms

            Example: "non-malignant colon adenoma polyps"

            Why used: Used to give accurate factual information.

         3. noun phrases

            Example: "European eating habits" "United States research"

            Why used: explains terms used with precise detail to give exact information.

         4. factual descriptive language

            Example: "high intakes of dietary fibre" "five slices of wholemeal bread"

            Why used: Instructs the reader rather than evoking emotions.

   8.

      Structure of the text

      Yes it does have an opening statement. The first paragraph gives the main idea.

      It does have a series of facts.

      Paragraphs have been used to organise information.

      No there is no personal involvement from the writer. This is typical of a report.

