The Big "C"

Analysing a Recount

Use the text A cancer survivor shares her story.

   1.

      Headline Prediction

      Read the headline of this recount and, in pairs, make a prediction about the main idea. What is the significance of this main idea? (Think of the contexts you have learnt about and also think about whether it is a personal, factual or imaginative recount.)

   2.

      Vocabulary

      Match these words from the article with their meanings.

      Words 
Meanings

      1.cyst 
a. looking malignant or evil

      2.scanning 
b. a swelling, which can be benign or malignant

      3.symptoms 
c. made powerless, unable to move

      4.neurosurgeon 
d. hollow structure containing liquid

      5.sinister 
e. examining a patient with a machine which shows

      6.paralysed 
up inside the body

      7.oncologist 
f. a doctor who studies and treats tumours

      8.tumour 
g. changes in the body that show the presence of a

      9.subsequent 
disease

      
h. that follows the event shown in the context

   3.

      Reading and Comprehension

      Read the article and say whether the following statements are true or false.

         1. The hit on the head with the stone caused Prudence's cancer.

         2. The stroke resulted in lack of movement down her right side.

         3. CanTeen is an organization in New Zealand for teenagers with cancer.

         4. The treatment that Prudence had involved radiation and chemotherapy.

         5. The experience that Prudence has had of cancer was all negative.

   4.

      Structure of the text

      The following are features of a recount. For each feature find an example in the text and write it in quotation marks. Then say why the writer used this feature.

         1. The title summarises the text.

         2. It expresses a personal opinion about the events described.

         3. The events are identified and are in chronological order.

         4. Details are selected to help the reader reconstruct the events that took place.

   5.

      Language Features

      See if these language features of recounts apply to this article. Give an example in quotation marks and say why the writer used that feature.

         1. Written in the past tense.

         2. Words are used which link events in time.

         3. Lots of verbs are used to describe events.

         4. Details may be added to add interest or humour.

         5. Personal pronouns are used.

   6.

      Rethinking about the main idea

      Rewrite the following sentence, filling in the missing words to express the main idea. Does this agree with your original thoughts about the main idea?

      The main idea in this article is that this teenager _________ cancer and she wants to reassure ___________ that if they get ______it does not necessarily mean that they will ____ and there may be some ____________ aspects to getting the disease.

      Which part/parts of the text give this idea? Write them in quotation marks.

   7.

      The significance of the main idea.

      What is the significance of the main idea? Is it personal, social, physical, historical, cultural or political?

