The Big "C"

Answers to Analysing a Recount

   1.

      Headline Prediction

      The headline suggests that a person with cancer has lived through it and is telling her story. It is likely from the headline that it will be a personal recount but it could involve relating factual material.

   2.

      Vocabulary

         1. d

         2. e

         3. g

         4. I

         5. a

         6. c

         7. f

         8. b

         9. h

   3.

      Reading and Comprehension.

         1. False. ("The scans had shown up...a cyst...unlikely to have been related to the head)

         2. True. ("...to suffer a stroke. I was paralysed down my right side and was unable to walk, move my arm, hand or fingers.)

         3. True ("...CanTeen (NZ Teenage Cancer Patients Society)" )

         4. True ("My subsequent treatments...focused beam radiation.". "The chemotherapy dose I received...")

         5. False ("CanTeen is a very special part of my life right now." "Despite everything that has happened, I can honestly say that cancer has been the best thing that has ever happened to me.")

   4.

      Structure of the Text

         1. "A cancer survivor shares her story." Why used: To give the readers a quick preview of the subject matter in the story. It summarises the story.

         2. "Despite everything that has happened, I can honestly say that cancer has been the best thing that has ever happened to me. Don't get me wrong, it's been the hardest thing I've ever been through as well, but it has given me so many opportunities.") Why used: This is a personal recount and emotive language is often used to show the feelings and attitudes of the writer.

         3. "It was New Year's Eve 1997." "At the end of the year..." "On September 1 1999..." Why used: There are several paragraphs that begin with dates in chronological order. These help the reader to reconstruct the activities. They provide information so the reader can understand what has happened to the writer.

         4. "... a cyst was located" "I was admitted to the neurosurgery ward..." "During my eight hour operation" etc Why used: same as for 3 above.

   5.

      Language Features

         1. "The scans had shown up..."

            Why used: To recount events that have actually happened.

         2. "Before my head injury..." "Two weeks later..." "My subsequent treatments.."

            Why used: To show the order in which events have happened.

         3. "I occasionally think..." "I was moved on to the neurosurgery ward..."

            Why used: Because recounts describe events so action words are needed.

         4. "What has helped me through this difficult time has been support from my family.. and friends."

            Why used: If purely events are recounted the text becomes a bit tedious. If feelings and emotions are added this makes the account more interesting, especially for other teenagers who may also be experiencing cancer treatment.

         5. "Sure I still have difficulties, but I continue to survive."

            Why used: This shows that the events have happened directly to the writer and the use of the first person makes the account more likely to be accurate, rather than hearsay.

   6.

      Rethinking about the main idea

      The main idea in this article is that this teenager survived cancer and she wants to reassure teenagers that if they get cancer it does not necessarily mean that they will die and there may even be some positive aspects to getting the disease.

      Parts of the text which show these ideas: "A cancer survivor shares her story." and "Despite everything that has happened, I can honestly say that cancer has been the best thing that has ever happened to me. Don't get me wrong, it's been the hardest thing I've ever been through as well, but it has given me so many opportunities." "I am also in the process of putting together a book with different CanTeen members' experiences in the hope that this will assist to reassure others in the same types of situations to show them that there are teenagers who have been there and that cancer is not an instant death sentence."

   7.

      The significance of the main idea

      The significance could be personal since this recount is about the survival of one particular person but it also could have social significance as she is sending a message to other teenagers with cancer that if she can survive, so also may others. She also is suggesting that CanTeen can offer great support.

      The sequence of events has also had physical significance to the writer in that the treatment has changed her physically.

