New People, New Place, New Start

Model Thank You Letter for Guest Speaker

Set up appropriate School address

Date

Dear __________,

I am writing to thank you for coming to speak to us about your experiences of arriving in New Zealand. Give your own reaction to what they told you. You can use phrases such as:

It surprised me that...

To me one of the most interesting things you told us was...

I understood what you meant when you said...

I found it interesting that you said...

I am sorry that you...

It made me smile when you told us...

In your next section introduce yourself. Tell the speaker where you are from, when you arrived here and something about your own arrival experiences and how your own experience is similar or different to theirs.

I am from China. I arrived in New Zealand in August last year. When I first came here I found it very hard to understand the New Zealand people when they spoke, just like you said. They seemed to speak very fast and use words I had never heard before. Now I am getting used to the way they speak and I can follow what the teacher says in many of my classes.

However unlike you, I am only here to study and I live with my homestay family...

You said it was hard for you to keep in contact with your family in your country when you first arrived. I am lucky, because of email and cheaper telephone charges, I can contact my parents...almost every week.

In your last paragraph thank the speaker once again and say that you appreciate them giving up their time to speak to your class. Sign off appropriately.

Thank you once again for coming to speak to our class. I really enjoyed listening to your talk.

Yours sincerely

