In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

Yes/No/Partly Activity

Provide the students with the following statements and ask them to decide individually or in groups whether they agree with each statement (yes), disagree with each statement (no), or partly agree with each statement (partly). They should also try to give reasons for their answers. Record the results in graph form for each statement and use the results for further discussions.

    * 'Traditionally, Maori used to live together in small rural villages and used the land to grow food for themselves'

    * 'Maori people do not place a lot of importance on land'

    * 'When the Maori chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi they agreed to give away all of their land to the British government.'

    * 'The treaty of Waitangi was signed by Maori chiefs and the British government in 1925.'

    * 'Many Maori people believe that they only let the British borrow their land when they signed the Treaty of Waitangi.'

    * 'It is easy for modern Maori to keep their traditions and values while they are living in big cities.'

    * 'Today there are many problems that face Maori people including poor health, unemployment and dysfunctional family situations.'

