In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

'Big Brother, Little Sister' - summary

Try this 'running dictation' activity to help students to understand and remember the summary.

Instructions:

   1. Put up the text on a wall away from the students.

   2. Divide the students into teams with students taking turns to run to the text, to read and memorise a sentence, then to run back to the team to dictate the sentence for someone in the team to write down. The students take turns until the whole text is complete.

   3. Show an OHT of the summary and get the students to compare their summaries with the original, pointing out variations that make sense or language difficulties. 

A boy (Hema) and his sister (Janey) decide to run away from their home in Newtown (Wellington) to be with their grandmother in Gisborne. The story follows them through the hostile, scary city of Newtown on their way to the train station and also flashes back to their tragic life with their mother (Wiki) and her new lover (Uncle Pera). In these flashbacks we learn that their father savagely beats his wife and leaves her, and their mother's new lover hates the children. After receiving a brutal beating from Uncle Pera, Hema makes his decision to run away. His sister Janey joins him. At the end of the story though, the two children decide to return home when they realize that they don't have enough money for the train fare and that their mother might need them.

