In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

What to Study in a Short Story

Activity: Learn the names and explanations of the following terms used when studying texts. You could photocopy these onto cards and make up a game to learn them.

	Terms 

	Explanation

	Short Story Types 

	Slice of Life - a story in which the main idea(s) is illustrated by ordinary event(s) in the life of a character. 

Twist in the Tale - a strongly plot-driven story in which a key revelation or surprise is withheld until the end.

	Short Story Subjects 

	Many!!! For example, romance, horror, science fiction, thriller, detective, war, adventure, comedy, tragedy, historical, fantasy, moral, human interest, medical, humorous, juvenile, political comment. Stories often fit into more than one category, e.g. a humorous science fiction

	Author’s background 

	Author’s experiences

	Title 

	The name of the short story

	Viewpoint
	Who is telling the story? From whose point of view is the story told? It could be an ‘eye of god’ or external narrative (an all-seeing narrator who is not one of the characters in the story – the narrator uses names of the characters and ‘he’ and ‘she’ when talking about the characters), a third person narrative (the narrator focuses on one character more than the others – uses the character’s name and ‘he’ or ‘she’) and a first person narrative (where one of the characters tells the story – the narrator is called ‘I’).

	Style 

	How a story is written. The way the author has used language (vocabulary, grammar) and figures of speech (e.g. similes, metaphors, personification) and the way the author has organized the plot.

	Structure 

	How the story is organized. It could be chronological (in the order of the events as they happen). It could use flashbacks (we are briefly shown some events in the past which help us to understand what is happening now)

	Tone 

	The mood or atmosphere the author has used for the story. It could be, for example: humorous (funny), sad, hopeless, negative, positive.

	Imagery 

	The use of figures of speech to create images of characters/ setting/ theme.

	Plot 

	What actually happens in the story.

	Characters 

	The people in the story. There are main characters and minor characters.


	Setting
	The place, the time and the social background of the text.

	Theme 

	The main idea or message of the text that the author is trying to make you understand.

	Reaction from reader 

	How you feel when you read the text – influenced by your own age, sex, background, experience and reading preferences.


