In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

Building a Vocabulary and Grammar 'toolbox'

Read some exemplar texts written about short stories. As you read you will develop a vocabulary and grammar toolbox of typical words and phrases that describe different aspects of short stories. Add them to the table below. Use these in your essay writing.

Short Story Vocabulary and Grammar Toolbox

	Reaction to text

Adjectives

effective

striking

significant

sentimental

sad

menacing

Verbs

(the short story/the part when…)

…drew my interest

…made an impact on me

…intrigued me

I admired …

…felt sympathetic towards
	Structure

    * a ‘stream of consciousness’ technique

    * (two) time frames

    * (the author) uses flashbacks to …

    * reach a climax/ turning point/ moment of truth

    * reach a resolution

    * the climax, turning point comes at…

    * inconclusive ending

    * there is a ‘twist’ at the end when …

    * the structure is chronological from …to …
	Setting

    * the story is set in (year/month/place) at (place) on (day of the week/date)



	Style

    * …is a symbol for…

    * …is symbolic of …

    * …symbolizes …

    * (The author uses) simple diction and syntax/simple repetitive vocabulary/colloquial dialogue to (show)…

    * Subjects and verbs are omitted to (illustrate)…


	Characters

    * (the characters) are developed (fully)

    * the relationship between … and … is …

    * to be in conflict with someone

    * (name of character) is revealed through their … (actions/ reactions/ thoughts/ words)


	Point of view

    * narrative style

    * (the story) is told/written in the third person/first person

    * direct speech

    * …is written from (name of character) point of view

    * the focus shifts to …

    * stream of consciousness

	Theme

    * the story touches on/focuses on…(the conflict between)…

    * the story reveals …

    * an underlying message in this story is…..


	Useful verbs/expressions

imply … suggest

show … display, indicate, illustrate

match … link with

reinforce … strengthen

convey…carry a mood of…

is highlighted by …

the effect of … was …

contrasted with….
	Useful grammar

    * Comparative structures, e.g. is more… than …

    * Linking words (contrastive, e.g. however, on the other hand, cause and effect e.g. therefore, as a result, comparative e.g. similarly)

    * Use of the present OR past tense consistently to answer an essay question

    * Subject verb agreement


