In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

Themes and Quotations

Themes are the author's ideas or messages. In 'Journey' and 'Big Brother, Little Sister', the themes express the issues or problems the Maori face living in a modern world that is different from their traditional way of life. Some of the issues that face the characters in the stories are:

    * Feelings of hopelessness or weakness

    * Feeling out of place in big cities

    * Loss of traditions and culture

    * Reduced extended family support

    * Different values on land in comparison with the Pakeha

    * Prejudice 

	Which story? 
	Which part of the story is the quote from? 
	Quotation 
	Explain which theme this quote supports in your own words

	  
	  
	“A trolley bus had snapped its poles, and the showering blue sparks made it appear like a giant red beetle writhing in pain.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“Couldn’t talk to a tree or a hill these people, couldn’t give the trees or the hills a name and make them special and leave them. Couldn’t go round, only through. Couldn’t give life, only death.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“When I go, burn me up, no one’s going to mess about with me when I’m gone.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“Some need for security made her attempt to possess him and, in the attempt, she pushed her children further into the background of her life.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“A car screamed at her heels and slashed her with light.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“For them there were no lighted windows.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“It immediately brings down the value of your land…” 
	 

	  
	  
	“The area has been set aside for development.” 
	 

	  
	  
	“Same old taxi same old stinks. Same old shop over there…” 
	


