Survival

Learning needs questions

Refer to “Teaching as Inquiry” model on p.g. 35 of The New Zealand Curriculum document.

· What are my students’ current strengths in each of the key areas being assessed? (i.e. group work skills, reading comprehension, writing and speaking/presenting skills).
· What are my students’ learning needs in this area?  How do I know this?  What formative or diagnostic assessment have I undertaken to gain this background information? (e.g. asTTle reading or writing? PAT or STAR testing? Department diagnostic tests for reading or writing? Previous report data?  My own observations of their work/skills?)
· What prior knowledge and cultural experiences do they value and understand already?
· What strategies are most likely to help my students learn the skills I want to develop in this unit?
· What are the demands of the tasks?  Do they provide appropriate levels of challenge to engage the students?
· What opportunities could I have during the unit to monitor the impact of my teaching on students’ learning as they work on these tasks?

