Getting Around

Formative Close Reading Activity

Completing a close reading

   1. Read an extract from an extended feature article Driving While Asian in which Pamela Stirling writes about Asian drivers on New Zealand roads.

   2. Answer these questions about this extract:

          * Pc 1.1:

                o Explain some of the main characteristics of Asian drivers on New Zealand roads outlined in the article.

                o Support your answer with specific detail selected from at least one place in the text. 

          * Pc 1.2:

                o List some of the problems experienced by Asian drivers. Use specific details selected from several places in the text.

                o What factors lie behind these problems? Analyse why problems occur. 

          * Pc 1.3:

                o Look at the sections in bold. Identify these language features in the text. Write them in the white boxes on the left. Some features occur more than once and, in some sections, more than one of these features is present.

                      + metaphor

                      + repetition

                      + hyperbole

                      + emotive word choice

                o Describe the effect created in at least three examples. Write about four sentences describing the effect of each example. To reach the standard, three examples must be correctly link to language features and the effects sufficiently described. 

          * Pc 1.4:

                o Writers use many techniques to shape ideas in their writing. Identify what Pamela Stirling has included in each of the shaded boxes on the right of the text. Techniques could include:

                      + using anecdotes or examples

                      + using a particular point of view

                      + repeating key ideas

                o Analyse the effect created by using one [or more] technique. Support your answer with specific details from at least one place in the text.

